Considered fully reliable and a cometent airnan. Sighting 


aloo witnessed braun s+ Ar a AACS OIC 
considers them high type individuals fully qalified Sota mentally and 


shysically for control tower duty. Considered competent, reliable observers 


chologically stable. 


: of the Control Tower 

Lying at low altitudes between 500 & 1CCO ft, imbing on a low trajectory 
with a speed estimated in excess of 00 MPH. Imnediately after sighting 
PT CuI mosned to east side of tower, By 3 time object was ast 

to nove not mRS°than 1500 feet altitude and its speed had slowed for se7< 
seconds to perhaps 200 MPH, At this state object had a very slight undal 

or bouncing motion, When its position oriented with a line between the 
tower and the air freight terminal, but a slicht tance east of the terminal, 
the object took an almost vertical rise or climb and leveled off again 

at an estimated 3000 ft. At this noint 32 continued 
atehing as PYC 4@MMMRMKattemotod to summon the AACS Overstions Officer. 

Sgt @MiMgmiage revorted the object almost immediately artervard started a 
fast climb toward the sonth-southeast and reached ebout 20,000 ft at which 
point he lost signt of it. rc. Never saw the odject again after 
leaving to phone, 


Ovject was viewed thru Snower binoculars, All that could be seen wis a 
circular light one to 2 feet in diameter. It hed the intensity of a Ramp 
Floodlight and wae so bright that it blanked out any silhouette (if any) 
when sighted in binoculars. In size it was comarable to one of Fairfield 
Saisun AFB's high-intensity runway lights. Wo sound was heerd nor was 

any exhanst trail observed. The light was clearly seen with the naked 

it was brilliant but by no means blinding. Observer (PFC 

convinced it was not an aircrart navigation light. The nizht wes clear, 
and the wind indicated southwest at 10) “PY on cower ‘natriments. A weather 
valloon had been relsased 45 to 35 nimites orevicus so sisnting Sut vas 
Lost ten mimites after relaasea, 
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(1) city, town: 


ct was siehted by versonnel 
Control tower, 


(2) Distance and direction from city or town 
road, intersections, etc. 


Fair?teld-Suisun A*B in the center 
of the aF Base and 5 of Fairfield 


California. 
(3) From tuilding (story), yard, ete. 


Personnel sighted the object while standing inside the 
control tower 50 feet above ground level, 


if rcs 


(L) Map coordinates (4 
latitude and lo 


North latitude 32° 1é6t 
West Longitude 1219 561 


" es 
; t €, : 
{1) speed, altitude, direction rhb: 
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Incident No. 215 ~= 5 Dec. 1948, 2015 Hours, Fairfiold-Luigan 
Air Force Sase, California. i 
The base control tower operator saw for 25 secords a bright whites 
light in the air, It came into vier tro miles away at 500 to 1000 ft, 
olimbing slowly at 100 1iPH; at 1500 Pt it slowed for a fow saconds to 
200 MPH; at this tims, it undulated or bounced; rose vertically to 
30CO £t ard immediately afterwards olinbed quickly to 20,000 f% and was 
lost to sight. 


AC Opinion; Theres is no logical oxplanation for this inoident 
that Tits the available evidence. 
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enclosure #3 and indicated in sna} 
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. OBJECT SLOWED TO AN 
ESTIMATED 200 MPH \ 
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Kitcange f  OBJECT CLIMBED To ESTAMATED 3000 Fr. 
Se ee | we LEVELED OFF MOMENTARILY THEN STARTED 
aaa. ') TOCLIMB AGAIN Yah ee 


C4 | OBJECT MAINTAINED A FAST 
CLIMG TO AN,000 FT, 


' OBJECT LOST FROM VIEW AT AN 
¢ ESTIMATED 20,008 C7 eee 
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No. 2153 Very high winds 60-70 M,P.H. from Sif at all levels, 
definitely would have prohibited any balloon from making any southerly 
motion, Also, last scheduled released time was thres hours prior to 
sighting at 1,000 foot. No time in sight given so cannot compute rate 
of olimb to 20,000 fest. Fairly conclusive, not a balloon of any kind. 
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1. References is made to lotter fron your hoadyuarters CIA, 
dated 9 aroh 1949, subjact "Unidentified Flyinz 
inJorsenert thereto by this headquarters, dated 
2. The incldent sunmries 173 through 2335 
against routines weather=balloon ascents made by 
and fieathesr Bureau, Comments based on this review ars inclosed. 


5. Y% 49 recormendsd that the "Guide To [nvostigation Of Uni-~ 
denti?isd Aerial Cbjeots*® be ohanred as follows: Item 13, "Direotion 
FPlicht of Object," shovld bo olurif'icd so that vertical and horie- 
motions are distinguished If poasibla, und 30 thet motion is 
direction towards whi Shs objeot aprears to mov. 
jar Settings” should ireh: a ntatanent of the type of 
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT. 


INCILWIT INDEA 


1. Astronomical 


a Eigh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, Sl, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, GU, 56, 69, 70, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 1U2, 103, 104, 115, 119, 152, 136, 140, 
147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 185, 1387, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
212, 238. 


b. tair or low probability: 
#1S, 20, 2%, 24, 28, 35, 38, 46, 50, 63, 67, 8G, 82, 93, 100, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 130, 144, 153, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
230 
2 


i 
199, 202, 205, 220 


2, Non~astrononlosal tut suggestive of other explanations 


or ordinary airoraft: 


22; S88; 54, 73, 81; 83, 92,925, 115, 134, 115, 
141, 145, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
178, 180, 182, 198, 196, 194, 195, 196, 193, 
210, 217, 222, 235, 257, 239% 


b, Kockets, flares or falling bodies: 
| 6,7, 8). 9, 12, 15, 14, 25, 16; 255 66, 65, 78, 106, 207 

108, 199, 133, 170, 211, 218. 
a. NMisosatianeous (reflections, auroral straaners, birds, 
$39, 89 » 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 199, 214, 


$. Non-astronowtoal, with no axplanation evident 


a, Lack of ovidence precludes explanations 


Mae Bee 
45, 47, 56, 57, 72, 
137, 139, 149, 15 
apo 
SIWVe 


_3 Dee 194g waie of inter 


2015 hours Pacific Standard Time 


Fairfield Suisun AB Control Tower - 5.5 miles 
Calif = 38° 16' N Lat 121° 56! W. Long. 
Control Tower 


iznt and motion 
1 
About size of 30" diameter sear shlight 


white light 


to 1,000 ft when first sighted 


to approx 20,000 ft 


500 to 800 yards 


NNW to S58 
25 seconds 
Varying - from 400 MPH then slowed to approx 2CO MPH and climbed 
“$ UcQ-500 MPH out of sight 
So sound heard 


No trail observed 


xi 
Obje 


ject shone with brightness of a high-intensity runway light 
Jone observed 


Rapid but erratic climb - liks change to pace 


Odject climbed out of sight 


COncst : A winds aloft balloon released 
5 nimites prior to si Balloon lost *o view 10 mimites 
C2 SONS sibility. 
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